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cities of the second class to vote on school matters, The
history of the right of Kentucky women to vote in school
elections was an ancient though a restricted right. In 1838,
ten years before the Seneca Falls Convention, widows with
children of school age were given the right to vote in elec-
tions of trustees of district schools. By the constitution
of 1850, women were rendered eligible to the office of
county superintendent of schools, and in 1001, twenty
women in Kentucky were holding that office in various
parts of the state. In 1888, widows with children of school
age,, or tax-paying widows and tax-paying spinsters, were
given the right to vote on questions of school taxation;
and in.'i894, women in cities of the second class were
granted in the charters enacted during the session of that
year school suffrage.

Under this grant of power, women had voted in school
matters, had been elected to boards of education, and their
activities seemed to threaten the grip of the politicians on
the perquisites of the school system. It, was therefore pro-
posed to repeal the clause granting the suffrage to women
in these cities. The charge made by those proposing
the measure was that the ignorant and degraded and
especially the negro women voted in such large numbers ,
as to outweigh the influence of the educated and public-
spirited and that the educated women did not desire nor
exercise the right they had been granted. The charge-
was shown to Ire without foundation, so far as white and
colored voters were concerned, by citing the relative
numbers of these two groups voting in Lexington and
Covington, Moreover, aggressive committees were organ-
ized to go to Frankfort and to appear before the legislative
committees that were pretending to consider the matter.